Chittlehampton Parish Council; inclusive of Umberleigh; Cobbaton; Stowford; and Furz, Minutes for 22/10/25 Meeting
Held at Chittlehampton Methodist Rooms

Meeting Commenced: 19:30  
Those in Attendance: Cllrs Wheaton, Beauregard, Williams, Brooks, Ditchburn, Alford, Hoare, Jones, Blyther, District Cllr Whitehead, and Faye Davies (clerk). 
Apologies: Cllr Seatherton – approved. 
Declarations of Interest: Cllr Williams for Lee Williams payment and planning application, Cllr Blyther for mileage payment. 
Minutes: 03/09/25 minutes – approved. 
District and County Councillor reports: County Cllr Tyldesley not in attendance. 
District Cllr Whitehead did not have anything to report. 
Members of the public open session: Item 10, Community Speedwatch sign placement, brought forward to discuss with the Speedwatch group. 
Speedwatch team brought up that the rumble strips are worn out and need to be redone. Clerk to contact highways and CC in County Cllr Tyldesley regarding the rumble strips.
It was also requested to have a ‘school’ sign placed near Umberleigh school. School signs by the bridge are also covered by trees.
Clerk to contact County Cllr Tyldesley regarding an update on the flashing school signs being repaired. 
Clerk to contact elan city regarding a further two signs and obtain a quote. Clerk to also obtain quotes for mobile vs permanent signs. Clerk to find out who instals signs etc, to liaise with Cllr Jones on the subject, and contact County Cllr Tyldesley and District Cllr Whitehead regarding grants. 

Twenty is plenty signs to be distributed throughout the parish, Cllr Jones has taken on this task. It was proposed by Cllr Brooks and seconded by Cllr Jones to put two signs in each village/hamlet of the parish, approved by all. 
Chairmans report: Thank you given to the installation crew of the children’s play area, special thanks given to Cllr Williams and former Cllr Murch for arranging it all and raising the funds. 

Thanks, given to Mr Lee who is volunteering to maintain the play area flowers. 

Chair asked if a Cllr could volunteer to lay the wreath for remembrance Sunday and the reading as the chair is unable to, Cllr Brooks volunteered to do this and Cllr Beauregard volunteered to do the church reading. 

Chair requested an update on the clerk’s contract, which has still not been completed. 
Clerks report: A quote was received from Parish Online (noted in payments for approval), their subscription package includes: WCAG 2.2 website that they keep updated and compliant, up to 20 gov.uk emails for the clerk and councillors with 5GB of storage using a secure server, gov.uk domain name which is owned by the Council by managed by Parish Online, hosting the website server, ongoing maintenance and upgrades, SSL certificate which keeps the website safe and encrypted, content migration, and ongoing service support. A website can be ready in 4-6 weeks. 

Last year fire services attended automatic fire alarms 58,000 times, of those automatic alarms only 1.7% (roughly 986) of them were actual fires, therefore DS fire services will not attend automatic fire alarms at industrial, commercial, retail, and public assembly buildings unless there is a confirmed case of a fire, and will implement a phased non-attendance to residential buildings during weekdays unless there is a confirmed case of a fire.

 Southwest Heritage Trust is currently requesting funding for the archiving service at the North Devon Records Office in Barnstaple. This service relies on the funding from others; without funding it will close and the closest archiving service is Exeter. 

Churchyard Maintenance cost for 24/25 was £3,960, very little has been earnt recently and the Church is requesting an annual maintenance grant from the Council. The Church was asked the following on the 15th of October; How much money do they currently have? Have they been using their reserve funds? Has the diocese been asked for funding to help their cause? Unfortunately, no response has been received. Clerk to await a response for the council to discuss at a following meeting. 

VAT reclaim update, none of the information registered to HMRC is in the current clerks’ details, due to needing an access code…

Chittlehampton, Umberleigh, and Cobbaton noticeboards are all leaking. Clerk to contact Men’s Shed to see if they can repair or replace.  

Clerk is currently unable to print anything due to problems with the council printer, although connected to Wi-Fi, it remains ‘unavailable’ to all laptops/computers tried. 
By sending most of the invoices via email (not including receipts) 9 pages did not require to be printed for this meeting, which is saving on printer ink costs. Council also agreed that hard copies of the agendas/minutes will only be posted in the noticeboards and nowhere else, in order to save ink costs, and a QR code can be posted in the Chronicle for minutes to be accessed. 
First Draft Budget: Clerk and Councillors discussed the first draft of the budget. Suggested increase made to ‘employment’; ‘insurance’; ‘community grants’; and ‘training’ to incorporate inflation for the next financial year.
Clerk will produce the finalised budget ready for Novembers meeting.  
Payments for approval
a. Tesco receipts (ink, office supplies, phone) of £15, £19, and £89 - approved
b. NDDC Dog Bins £269.57 – invoice and payment approved
c. Umberleigh Village Hall hire 09/04/25 £20 – approved 
d. Play Area Flowers receipts of £25.49 and £25.96 – approved 
e. PKF Littlejohn External Audit Invoice £252 – invoice and payment approved
f. Lee Williams Play Area Installation £8,400 – approved 
g. Solar Panel Speed Sign £3107.99 – deferred 
h. Kompan Play Area Equipment £14,773.92 – invoice and payment approved 
i. Parish Online Website and Emails £315 exVAT (£378 incVAT) – invoice and payment approved 
j. Cllr Blyther mileage for attending Emergency plan meeting £57.20 (88 miles at 0.65p) – defer to next meeting to readjust invoice, Cllrs did not approve payment and queried the mileage cost. 
k. Water butt for the play area flowers £28 – approved 
l. Poppy Wreath £24.49 – approved 
m. Moving £7,000 into business reserves – approved 
Community speedwatch sign placement: Discussed during members of the public open session. 
Safety signage for the play area: Cllrs approved expenditure of up to £50.  
Planning Applications:  Planning application 80884 conversion of agricultural building into dwelling, and any further planning applications released after the post of this agenda – no objections. 
Suggested Council name change to include Umberleigh: A Parish Council can change its name; however, it must follow the formal procedure outlined in the Local Government Act 1972 section 75. The request must be made by the Parish Council to the relevant District Council who then has the power to approve or reject the change of name application. If the application is approved, formal notices must then be sent to the Secretary of State, the Ordnance Survey, and the Registrar General, the change must also be published locally. 
This change also comes at a cost, which varies between different District Councils, and administrative costs from other public bodies may also be charged to the Council.

Clerk to contact NDDH for a rough figure of the cost. Clerk can also add to letter heads “Chittlehampton Parish Council, inclusive of Umberleigh, Cobbaton, Stowford, and Furz”.  
Council also agreed to split the meetings 50/50 and have half at Umberleigh Village Hall and half at Chittlehampton Methodist Rooms. 
Councillor's reports and External Meetings attended (for information only): Cllr Blyther attended an Emergency Plan meeting, the current emergency plan is out of date compared to what is currently expected, grants are available to update Emergency Plans and for any equipment needed. 
Cllr Blyther also informed that a lengths man from North Molton can attend the next meeting to discuss the work required. 

It was suggested a Councillor attend the Village Hall AGM and even apply to be on the Village Hall Committee. 
New roof on the village hall is also interfering with the Wi-Fi connection for the Devon Air Ambulance landing lights; the village hall committee is rectifying this. The DDA can still land despite their being no lights.  
Date of next meeting: Wednesday 19th November at Umberleigh Village Hall. 
Meeting Concluded: 22:14 – Councillors voted and agreed to suspend the Standing Orders to continue the meeting past the designated two hours, rather than hold an additional meeting to finish discussion of the items on the agenda.                                                                                    


These minutes are a draft copy until signed as a true account
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